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LONDON FI Ri: SERVICE.

UNFAIR CRITI-CISls OF TH« METROPOT.I-
TAN BRIGADE REAL MORALfl OF

THF CTRIPPLEOATE FIRB.
Lond »n, November 23.

A municipal Insurance department ha* i»e.»n

advocated by sonie of tli«» in..st oaring munici¬

pal collectiviste in the l'r.!t' 1 Kinfrdoni. They

ha\e contended that Insurance companl s are

highly favored corporations in well-governed
localities where fires seldom occur, and that

they ought noi to be allowed to make so much
money ns th« y do. The p inody su^si-sted la
a branch of Ihe public service, which will tak·
charge of ??»> Insurance business In a city and
turn ib" ? fits to the municipal treasury.

Glasgow has tried many venturesome saperi«
menta In ninni. Ipal socialism, but It has not

undertaken to Increase public revenues and to

lower taxation by monopolizing th»» business

COMMANrr.n YVELU OF THE I.ONPON FIRF.
BRIGADE.

cf Inaurine· Its own citizens against risk« of
fire. London baasuddenl* learned by bitter ex¬

perience ih:».t. ahile it has enjoyed for half s

century a remarkable degr« «if Immunity fi »m

larg·» lire?, it la not, as Sir John Hutton once

desi ribed It. a paradise fr>r Insurant?· c.im-

ranies. l"\en if the metropolis were n»»t at least
two gen-ratlons behind <¡:.^p w In municipal
socialism, the Crlpplegate lire would h» an In-

«.lpe.rali'e barrier ¡tc.iins-t collectlvlst scheme·
of Inaurancs al publl j

The London Fire Brigade has been, since ns

BT. GILÈ«?! CHURCH, CÄIPPLEGATE, LONDON.
? » i.:.:n Btereoaeeale and l'h .tographic Co., ?.?? »

organization by the Metropolitan Board of
Works, the moat ? »pular branch of the local
administratlcn. Its efficiency and the discipline
»f the force hav· been generally extolled, and
practical experience has seemed to justify high
praise Th- Tooley-st. lire in 1861 and the
Wood-erL fire in l^M' ha\<· been th· only great
disasters of the half-century until the Crlpple-
gate calamity. During recent veais the me¬

tropolis, with a populatli p of five millions and
er. area of TT0 square mil ·.-. has been well pro¬

tected against fire Ther« have not l»een more

than a dosen serious fires in any year since

*- ~5 «V

*~fi£0 CROSS ST

THE LONDON' FIRE
Map ahowing district burned.

1883, and not infrequently the number has been
rearer elx than twelve The average lo.ss of
Ufe fWW thi» cause has bean remarkably low,
Only seven large theatres having been buni'-d
«I'iring that period, and the life-saving exploits
of the firemen In tenement Urea being conspic¬
uous for gallantry and solf-poaaeoelon. London
haa heen well served hy it.< Fire Brigade^ and
at a low coat The expenso of the depart mem
has been about one-half of th« cost of tho New-
York service, and leu than that of either Bos¬
ton or Chicago; and the loaaes from fire have
been much K:iiul!or than those from the same
cause In American citta· having only a fraction
of the population "f London.
The Cripple·,*.» ? e Hr· has Btarttad the com¬

munity v.ith a ?ß?ßß of Its insecurity and pro¬
moted critical reflection upon the resources and
efficiency of the Fire Brigade. As Commander
Wells andj his gaHani men were considered
prompt In respond...?' to th° call and nntirlng
In their exertions, they aacape criticism and are

generally corataended for cnurasje and persist¬
ent fighting power; but there is a disposition
among insurance managers and writers for the
press to condemn the methods as old>fai hioned
and behind the timon, uno t.» reproach the Lon¬
don County Council for neglecting to provide
better appliances und engines and to Increase
the force of workers. It Is a great public con¬
venience whenever anything goes wrong to be

HOkbANDER'S
290 FIFTH AVENUE.

GREAT BARGAINS
To be found for this week only, as th: balance of Ihe stock unsold is to hi sent to our Boston

bouse for a similar sale the following Monday.
ON 2D FLOOR. ALL OF OUR

MODEL GOWNS
For STREET, RECEPTION and EVENING WEAR, Comprising the most elegant

assortment we have ever imported. In no case more than

HALF THEIR C05T
And in Many Much Less.

ON 1ST FLOOR.
MANTLES AND COATS, TAILOR-MADE SUITS,

andmany other Simpler Gowns than our Imported Models
ALL MARKED WAY DOWN AT CLEARING SALE PRICES.

This sale usually comes in January, but we have decided that the time to offer
these rich goods is while there is a season ahead for using them and thereby receiving
better value.

able to Paddi" th«» responsibility upon a r»pre-

p»ntatlve municipal tody like the County Coun¬
cil, i/^ri Salisbury and bla reactionary col¬

league· Will deprive the community <>f this In¬

estimable privilege if they carry out th^ir do-

elpn of degradimi and abolishing the County
Council.
THK METROPOLITAN PIRE BRIGADE.
The Metropolitan l'.o,ird of Work· wa» s u j ?

peded by ihe ('mm.y Council sbou I nine years
ago, and during t'iat period 'here has been ? »¦¦·

markable Increase in th" resources f":· iiiiiiiint,'
fir»·. There are now '..'».(mmi hydrant· In place of
?'.?»"', .,n.i 583 fire-alarms Instead of .".:·>. The
working f..ree has been Increased from 677 lo

íiSj officers and men. with M.~» nn watch every
·;. four hoar·, and the number of street,

engine, fire-escape, hosecart an«l ladder truck
Stations has run up from UP» t«· 33(1 Large ad¬

ditions have also hern mads to the appliances
In us», Including 11 steam .·:»?1?···= and .">(» ()·.«·>-

arts atid ladder-truck· Tht* Fir· Bl
far from being negl t< l y the C »unty
has been greatly strengthened in every resp« ·.

and the percentage of serious tir»'s in th* «

numb· r h:i« fallen from 7 to ."· per »-ent in nine
:· < .? ?

Commander T,l»>nel Wells, tli" executive "flV
cer of the Brigade, is ».ne ,,t the most a<

pllshed officerà «>f Ihe r.avy. and Is in th··
«t life, about thirt* eight M»»rn In Calcutta, he
«ras educated at Cheltenham, mid after entering
the navy was emp! ·>¦»· I G·G nine vara in the
torpedo service, rising t the rank of a mmaodi r
and becomlnj senior officer of the D«rvonpoii
torpedo-boat destroyer squa»lr >n. He 1» a rigid
disciplinarian, laying great Itresa upon constant
drilling of tho force at the station». an«l h<· han¬
dle· his men at a fir* with the «-.»nimandlnar air
and readini ? of reaourc· ».f a naval martinet
I have s»1«-!! no strictures upon his » »nduct at
the Cripplegate fire. He Is generally credited
with managing the force W|th remarkable ability
and » oolnesa
The b**adquarter· of th«· Biigad· nr» in South·

wark. «lose t<» the pp»»t where Mr Mlcawber, In
Ihe King's llench Prison, wait»»d with chi rful
confidence for something to turn up. Thai la
perhaps a eharacterlatlc «tütud« f..r flrernen,
who, with horses harnessed, the flreboa of th«.
Steamer wanned With ¦ gas tub», and the <!·."G?

r«-ady to open automatically, are ever waiting
?«, don their beimeli in answer t a fire call.
Ilei e are the superintendent· and chiefs' rooms,
bristling with telephones and electric apparatus
connecting headquarter· with an the principal
Stations of the metropolis Close by are the sta¬

bles, with th'dr well-groomed hors»"»·"., and tha

repalrlng-shop«, with a force of skilled me¬

chanics; an»l every day there are fire and rescue
drills In the open court. BquadS of re»-riilts are

taught all ihe details of the service.- how to leap
up·.n the machín· when It Is In motion; how to

load and unload the ladder-trucks and to bandi·
dre-escapea; how to jump from garret-windows
Into canvus-pheets; how to mount high ladders
and res» tie men In peril. There is notiung, per¬
haps, that la novel In the system of training,
hut the thoroughness with Which the drills, es¬

pecially thoae in rescue work, are carried on

day l»y day Is conppleuoue. The Ungane »nay
lack wat«T-towers, chemical engines and Bonm of

the most recent appliances used In America, but
In riulckness, vigilance, training and discipline
It leave« little to be desired.

CRITICISM OF METHOD«.

The commonast complaints made by cens«»-

rloua .critics rebus to the tardiness of the for a

In reaching the scan· of the Cripplegate ???
Mid the lns'.ifllcleiit number of engine· availa¬
ble. The system <»f Clectrje alarum Is now so

complete that there Is no deluy In communi» at-

lng warning and summons. Bo thorough Is the
training that hardly more than a minute passes,
when th·* signal haa been given, before the
engm-es ar· In motion. Whatever delay then·
may have been In the concentration of the for. .·

at Cripplegate Is to be explained by the Im¬
practicability of dispatch when engines and
trucks are forced to traverse the most crowded
«¦entres of I/ondon traffic st midday. Forty-five
engines were In the narrow at nets and maze

of alleys; and It Is doublful If a larger num¬

ber of machines could have been « mployed In
an eontract«>d and Inaccessible a Quarter. As

there are only fifty-seven steam ??».· engines In

service, and sa half a dozen or more of them
were in the repairing aheps. the Brigade virt¬
ually brought all its best appliances Into rsnui-

eition it had in reserve about eighty manual
englnea bul these would ha··· been of little
use in li^htinp bo unmanageable a die.
Whether London, with Ita ? isl aren, needs a

larger force of firemen and an Increased num.·
ber of engines a detall uhi. h experts sione
can decido; bu' familiarity uith the burned dis¬
trici Indurci t.; to bell ve thai Commander
Wells oui ? t.· hav« p···¦·! advantageously oith· r

in·.re engii ? In so riamped ¦>

street apa« ia ivas al his disposal. The charge
thai ;.':·· Urlgad« employs primitive appliances
and Is behind lh« times is based mainly on Ihe
use of hon In d iwl r engines and Ihe lach

of ch ? tnd nal« r-tow ei ?. In
these ? service can und lubtedly be
«tr- atl) Impi m ·! ? ilalemla

ih" fo e ai ?rea as posa Me, In
stead of g II In ? lerded
Dorili n rif the Ity, I Ju ì:· l«»Ul If An..

gy atol I
.f rapid ?· i-lslon In gn rgi n< lee. It Is 1 ·¦-

au '·· ih« y have nee In mai
ned to Ugh! at Ihe cen¬

tre and I Hidings »vi rad
·.·. nd hla

r ex¬

perience In Crl| ICt a

i>. ider and ? ntll inoth« r

RKAL M< !: KtA OP CRIPPLKOA ??
All these del I essential.
What '.·. .1. needed at I

an Increasi · ¦ ? nor a radical
' hut a greater prei iure ?

la to I
In this ? of ihe
abundan) h Kai -:·¦'·

abo» e the town. 1 pi
ordln ii Bremen ·? noi um agines

: inni on ih« water from the hydi ?

and there ? en ? to cart
height Tnla la the ? f the r»

markable expertar.«* f Ola ng a

Immunity from aeitoua flr
a small 11|
city In th¦ l< I leparl
...... I red mei

u!. .u* «T.".'"»! .·.·¦·¦ Then .·¦ ¦:!

steam e a nd t he] .

Ihe hyd
If there I iter

half of the <

I nil
t. r»m I have

? ;·

far al efore ?? can

have th< ? tvhlch (»largo··

Mor« »»ver. the sir«
prend «if the fi ind pn

,.ft t.·.. g b; he Fire Briga«!
' 'ill·,''' ¦¦'

don, and ti nd narro' lanca
·.·. hloh '" "'·'

TUR LONDON FIRE.
?,-.,· of ih· ...lined district from 81. QUO* Churchyard. Crlpplegatc, »honing bastion of old Roman wall.

.Th«. Usado« Btanoei pio and PtotegtnpMe Oe* Ud.t

city walla have remained unchanged. The

house· were replaced \.lti¡ tall warehouse· hud¬
dled foes together In a mase <»f darkened court·
¡m.? blind passage« There could no! have been

a more dangerous district, nor <>n·· where an or-

ni« n ??·-·? ?.?« e of firemen would be al greater dl ?«

idvani ·,· In staying the spread of name·, Th··

best brigade In th« world with all the superior
mechanism Invented In America would have
been powerless t.» protect so overcrowded and
Inaccessible an area occupied a it h great war»·

houaea filled with highly Inflammable merrhan-
dis»·. There are runny equally dangerous »lls-

tricta in the heart of old London. Qlaagow, Bir¬
mingham, Manchester, LIvetpool ami other
citi»'H have condemned similar areas, straight¬
ened and wld ned the street·, and reconstructs
th·· buildings '»iih Incorobuatlbe material· and
with stun.· staircase· ami Bagged na>Uwaya, Lon¬
don having binned behind Ir the municipal
inovcni'-nt and submitted to the Intolerable nar¬

rowness of vestr" rule and (¡ulld privilege, has
neglected to minimize the dangers of intricate

S,.3Ütmim&C<
Upholstery, Lace Curtains and Draperies

On Monday, Dscember 5th, the following will
be offered at extraordinary low prices :

THIRD FLOOR.

Irish Point Curtains, per pair,.
Renaissance Curtains, per pair, . . . .

Satin Derby Portieres, per pair (12 different colors),.
French Velour Portieres, per pair, ....

$5.85
5.85
7.90
12.75

SPECIAL FOR MONDAY ONLY.

1,500 Tapestry, Velour and Satin Damask Cushion Tops,
48e 65e and 95e

600 24-inch White Down Cushions, covered with Lons=
dale Cambric, at.98e*

Regular Price. $1.68

liighteenth Street, Nineteenth Street and Sixth Avenue.

i.Mman&Co.

VerOW Cotto, cIdboratciy cmbroidcrcd
in jet ; trimmed with Persian
Lamb Fur«

Value, $42.00 $29.00

! HTíliFÍ1 \SPECIAL S.lî.E OF'BLACK
AND COLORED

DRESS PATTERNS
FOR PRESENTS,

.including
Tailor Coats· of fine Black Kersey

cloth, with shaded taffeta silk 3,000 of Black Mohair Brilliantine,
???* $ 13.50

Value $1°.50

T°P Coat;t· of Black Cheviot or Ker¬

sey cloth. lined with silk,
Value,$1100 $10.75, Regular V,',,:. >: m

54 inches wide, at

$,3.25, $«3.75 and $4.35
Per Pattern.

Eighteenth Street, Nineteenth Street and Sixth Avenue.

¦· and alle) f mk'«1 by high warehouses
The ?:· titer ? the burned Usti Ici v... ?

!.. Id } ne of tl . Is, the Gold
V «':;.··¦ .« ground land·

If th« It trance com ? had refused
?·, take ? isks this d ingerotia

f th» lings would noi
ime, and ihe »ti ueti» ? of the

Isti I the widening tl treel would
I,.... |. .,.. brought a bou ? t»;.· insurance com·

d iheli r ites, bin ompi ted u ? Ivi I)
f..r ih» business, and there w»n no l.i k of ten

¡uhm This rUatrfd remained a standing menaça
t.· unrounding property, «ind finally Involved th«*
destruction of aeventy buthUnga '"¦'' great dam-
¡i··.·· to lifiv more, with a heavy hill of poata from
the Inniiranee companlca. The two «-hlef morali
are, flrat, thai than la not force enough in th··

government of m« tropoltton London to compel
ih·· reconatrucUoo of dangeroua unas; and, eec-

ondly, that the water tuppl) is Inadequate In
volume ahi gravity prcaaura for such enter·
genclea a« tha Pripplegata fir«·. '??? Ifetropolt·
tan Fin Brigada rannot justly be held rosponsi-
tilr· for failure to avail larjrc financial losa«1»
which an· »lue to tin:««· two uiiiln catiaaa.

Insiirin««· managen complain that ?·> voice is

ni! .»»··.? them In the management <>i th»» Fire

Brigade, alili »ugh they an compelled by act of
Parliament t«> pay S-17."» for every Insured .*.">.-
IMHI.IHM» to th«· aupporl of the service. They
have more urgent n*-»-· 1 to employ their energies
In s» curing the cor.stni« tlon of Improved ware¬

house« and the ahatement of dangerous fire

centres than In meddling with the details of a

well-managed s r\ ?· ··. The Lond ? firemen, like
those of Glasgow, II« In Hata stove the .¦ngin-j
si l hi se and truck stati 'tis, and are summoned
by electric ? ongs from the watchroon They
are n«->t allowed to ·:¦. t.. rlr.-r until they have
been regularly drilled for many mon:!.-· They
are noi well paid, bul they have fu - curity
agalnat discharge or moval, ;i id have hancea
·. r promotion for good . induct, ;?- well .is th·»

ria in ty of being retired ? when dis¬
ia (Jed for remaining in the »ervlee t re

ur class« of firemen, which sre entered in

turn bv faithful, efficient men. an.l from the

high-at Of these appointments ar«· made after
a rigid examinât!.m f»»r the positions of assist¬
ant officers firemen at station· drill matructora,
InsDectora and superintendents The m »rale .»f
the London Fir»· Brigade Ih excellent. It is In¬
capable of working miracles al Cripplegate or

snywhere else, but It I· · mod.-i municipal ser¬

vice of the highest efficiency. I H. F.

THE THEATRE OF MUSICAL ARTS NOW.
The entertainment of the Society of Musical Arts

to-morrow evening will beKln at 9 o'clock. Instead
of 9:'«). a* heretofore announce«!, la order to avoid

confusion whl h may arise from the similarity of
the name of this society and the MaaVeal Arts 80-
Clety nn«l In deference to Ihe s.nioiH«/ of the lat¬
ter the Hoard of Director· has applied t.» tlie Secre¬
tary of State at Albany to have tli«ir name chanced
to th.it of Theatre of Musical Arta Theobald Char-
tran haa designed a frontispiece for the opening
programmes.

$Mm$Mn($t

Mounted on the newest designs of
Cut Glass.

Punch Bowls, . . $80.00 to $300.00
Claret Jugs, . . 15.00 " 65.00
Cracker Jars, . . 12.00" 20.00
Cigar Jars, . . 3.75" 20.00
Salts Bottles, . . 75c." 15.00

SPECIAL-MONDA Y.

Deep Cut Bowls.$15.00
Sterling Silver Rima.

Deep Cut Cigar Jars, . . . 6.00
Sterling Si ver Covers.

Cut Glass Salts Bottles, . . 100
Sterling Silver Handles.

Deep Cut Glass Water Jugs, . 15.00
Sterling Silver Counted.

Fancy Cut Claret Jugs, . . 16.00
Sterling Sliver Counted.

Cut Glass Cracker Jars, . . 11.50
Sterling Silver Covers.

I.filmanWîd,

FANCY Ul DM
USEFUL PRESENTS.

Table Cloths, Centre Pieces, Scurfs, DoyÜV*
etc, Hand-embroidered and in Duchea,
Renaissance and Point de Venise.

All Si:es and Sliafes.

1.4C0 Pieces of Hand-embroidered Doylie
and Centre Pieces round only.
9X 9 inches, - - 48c. Eâ-dk
12x12 · - 65c. "

18x18 «
- - $1.25 "

20x20 - - - 1.65 "

24x24 -
- - 2.25 "

36x36 -
- - 5.25 -

Nineteenth Street and Sixth Avenue. «

ELECTRICAL CONTROL BOARD CBNSUBBD.

MAOISTttA ?. BATi ? ??? BHM ? EOLI»

OEKT in- ? I. I -·.w??·? an overhead

WIRE 1 "· I -; MADMOSC-A. e.

M latrate ?· ?»? In the Totirri.1· polire Court
\. nerd ? ?« ird of Kl« -tr:cal «'"'»ntroî

lowli g a re ta be ken· itrung a croas Madi-
and then ordering the ar-

of men who ir to ? pair it The case on

trial w ¦»' thai ot Patrick ful'lvan, a driver, ef No.
.· ;-,-· Fifty -at., and John ? Parker, an

Irlclan. of No 1.183 1 end-ave., a?he had been

?treated on Frtdai at the Instance of Andrew M,
Cameron, an Inrp« tor jf the Board of E'.e.rtcal
? '.vitro

Cameron nu aent on Fritta* hy ? ipertr.tendent
Bi »am of the Board of Electrical Control t> Madl-

aon-av· to rat a aire vtretebed eereai tag avenue

at Flfty-elghth-at. The wire ran between the Madt-
-nii Aveaue Hotel, the Savoy riotri, the Lenoi

Lyceum and ex-AIdenaan Hall's stable», at Sixty-
aecond-at. and Uadlaon-ave., and wa.-· note to com·

munlcate arlth Mr. Haira atable. Tha wire haa

i... ? »f for Uve year», and Buparlwtawdent Brown
told Cameron to cut it down, «nd wall there for a

time. If any one rama to repair it he waa to be ar-

?·-'·.! Cameron cut the wire, and aoon Parker and
s m came to repair It. famerow got Policeman
Fraecr. of Ihe Eaai Ftfty-flret-et. station, to arr»»t
tn·· men, and thej were arraigned in the York ? ¡'.I*
Pouri on the charge <·? violating the Uw which pro¬
hibits the atrlngina of overhead wires.
When the caae had been explained to Magistrata

Deuel he aald: " Theae two men *imp!> repaired a
cu» wire, which had been permitted to remain In
existence with the knowledge of the Board of Klee·
tn.-.il Control for five year·, ? regard the Board
ns neg Igt nt In no having enforced tha law all thla
lime ??·".' men »Impll repaired the wire. They
nr·· Innocent of any wrongdoing, und ara dia¬
di up. il."·
The Board of Electrical Control ?» determine»!

that the wire slia'l <..m«> down, and ex-Alderman
Hull is aa determined thai It »hall atay »ip. »o that
th<-r«.· is Ilk lv to be a prolonged legal flglit .i\*er It.

NEW EOEPITAL CORPS MEMBERS.

National OUAKMaiaM who are ESPBT-IaIXT

FITTKP T') AID THE fiP'K ? ? ? THE INJfRBT».

Thn following members of the various hospital
corpa nf the arganlaatieaa of th» Klret Brigada
have paaaed the praaerlbed examination». In ac-

oordaw¦·· with the regiilatleaa, and »ill be permit-
tt-d to wear at all limes the distinctive badge of the
Hoapita! Carpe of the State as an Indication of

¦peclal Rtm M to ahi UM »lek and Injured under

urgent ctrcunwtaaoee:
leventh Regimeni Corporal· J. v. v. coiweli and

Pre.l«Tick M. Cutler, and Private· Frank Bu Bota,
Lewi· Bagtehard, Henry Raven ami tìeorga Hal-
lett. ·

Eighth R.'gim«nt -Private· (îeorge w. l.indhelra
and Samuel J. Kopetsk:...
Ninth Régimen COrptHmla Fre.l. rlek Hirsch.Henry

Ru.ldlck ami Harry «ol.·, an«! Privates Elbert «3.
Hori n. «.»¡to E. Bpahn and I">. V. ?|«,?/,?·?
Twelfth Regiment.Corporala ? B. Murchail, W. D.

«¡ouil.i.l and William Scott, and Private» A I).
l)ot>. [aaac Prank J. Krank and W.llUm Ireland
Twenty-a«K-ond Regiment.Corporala Henry M

(trotta, ?. ? Kern an«! Edward I.. Purdy and
Private« Prank i: Dewey and Edward Reinhardt
Blzty-nlnth Regiment.Private» John Tracer

John McGauley. Thomas Dwan and John J.
Bchloaaer.
Beventy-flral Regtmonl corpora:» J. e Jefferson

and A. B. Canterbury, and Privates Charlea <*.
Ant ?, Holland B. Archer. Edward «'. Dunning Jr
Jam. s P. K.ilrm.,n. I'tiauncey 8. Hlekok. William P'
lllckok. l.c.n ? l.-w.Ud. Joseph M Levy E4wnrti
A Robinson and A S·. John Shepard

«"»"»ro

S.|ua.lron A- Private» c. 8. Bryan and ? H Ile.
Kibbln.
First Signal Corps-Privates Harry Woodruff and

A. J. ? GtG1**.

FIRST BATTERY BALL.
Th» 1st Battery, «'aptaln l.oul» Wendel, will cele¬

brate Its victory over the other artillery Organ¬
izations at the State ''amp. when It won the Flana¬
gan trophy, by a military ball, which wi. taka
plaça nt the armory, No. ¡M0 Weet Forty-fourth-at.
on Thursday evening. All the military gueata hav*
been re«iu»-»t«-d to appear In uniform, and aa man»
oftlcerii have accepted invitations. It la eXDneted
that the affair will bo one of unusual hirUltancg,


